M: 35-53 : 1896; pre-1941
Chevy Chase Village Hall and Library
5906 Connecticut Avenue (MD 185)
Chevy Chase

“The Village Hall is located at the center of the Chevy Chase Village
Survey District (M: 35-13), facing the west side of Connecticut Avenue. The
main block of this horizontal, linear building is a simple hipped roof structure
flanked by secondary hipped roof wings to the north and south. The dominant
architectural style is Craftsman, exhibited in exposed rafter tails, stucco wall
finish, and paired geometric-patterned windows. Colonial Revival influence is
found on the main block in a keystone arch and corner quoins, and on

secondary blocks with classical door openings flanked by simple pilastérs. The

main block and southern wing originally housed the Village library, while the

‘horth wing, which extended to the west (rear), accommodated the post office

and fire apparatus. By 1941, the post office was expanded in an addition to the

horth.
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/ CONDITION CHECK ONE CH NE

VeXCELLENT __DETERIORATED - ‘_7umm-:mzo —ORIGINAL SITE

—GOOD __RUINS Y ALTERED _MOVED DATE
—FAIR —~UNEXPOSED Seat & }V%ﬂ 7"

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

2.

Originally. Chevy Chase Library {approximately
1900) inow Chevy Chase Village Hall)  was as 4 sinall,

unpretentious, rustic cottage designed to house & library.
1t was a one—-story, roughly sguare structure built of wood
and covered with stucco. Its interior was covered with
plaster and later cherry wood panel.

Today, the building that once housed the library 18
the center +focus of Chevy Chase Village Hall. The
rharacter of the library’s interior {although not a litrary
today? has been retained. The building has sxpandesd  on
both sides of the original structure. The =space that
once  held the library is 1300 sguare festy the sntirs
puilding is 5,500 sguare feet.

-

MOTE Flans and elsvations of this huilding belong to
the Chevy Chase Village City Government. Unfortunately, |
the plans and elevations ars bDeing photographed iri !
Annapolis and are not availabe to me. S o !
. L ; i
!
|
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SPECIFIC DATES roughly 1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT please see text

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chevy Chase Library is orne of Montgomery County’™s
most  important architectural monumesnits. A the arsa’s
first librarvy,. it well represents the idsals of furn-—of-
the-century Amsrica and their impact upon the Washinghbon,
D.C. metropolitan area and its developing Marviand suburb

nes of Chevy [Chase. Im particular, it is the result of
: educational reform, the library movement and the suburban
movemant.

i

[

Beyond this, Chevy Chase Library is histocrically
e significant because of what it becames in the life of its
o s v community.. Although designed as an intimate library in
A psmall residential village located in the countryside of
Marvyland, it evolved into the center of civic life in
Chevy Chase. Today, it is called Chevy Chase Village Hall
bechuse it is the community’s town hall, (its . seat of local
government.
.
As a "village hall,” this unpretentious cottage is a
aymbol  of Chevy Chass. Yt , its historic importance
reaches far beyond the confines of its own village. It
represents the gualities and azssociations which
attracted 80  many urban dwellers to rural Montgomery
Coutny in  the Ffirst place. It is an architectural
pression that embodies the spirit of those who sought
refugys  from  the city in the beauty of nature and in  the
country life style of Montgomery County.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) M. 35-53

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The suburban movement, & nation-wide phenomena, had

its roots in 19th century Romanticism. The Romantic
Movement fostered a respect for naturg -~ for its beaaty
arnd its ability to improve man®s health and mind. Im 1%2%th
cerntury America, & reverence for nature  shaped the

profession of landscape architecturs and gave rise to bobh
the part and suburban movements.

During this period, the virtuss of nature coupled with
the desire to escape the CGHQ&E;lDH and polluation of the

city made living in the "country® appealing. The ability
to commute greast distances by railroad and electric trolley
made  possible working in the ity and  living i the
subrurbs, The subuwrban  movement  and  the :
Frederick law Olmsted, the lgading A;sriose

architect and the foroe behind the parbk mos ;
particularly powerful sffach LID thes Was hlngtah
Me+ ﬂpuigian HITEH . This, in tu st ly atfectsd Dhewy

Chass, Marvland.

Chevy Chase was foundsd in 1890 by Ssnator Francis B,
Mewl ands (18481917 a lawver who ssrved in th& United

o s

.‘q
= from 18 teon 1917, During
sted in fthe ides of buving large
tracks lmﬂd i mtry.” in northweest  Washingbon
stretoching  oubt  +ive or six miles into Marviand  along
Connecticut  #Avenue sutended for the purpose of & suburb.

States
The 188K

In  18%0, DHNewlands was foundsr and president of ths Thevy
Fhaae Land Company, which purchased 1712 acres encompassing
Chevy  Chase. At this time, Chevy Chase was  besautiful,

unblenghed countryside with & wide variesty of trees and
plants.

It was also rich in history, having been part of &
Land grant  of 340 acres called "Cheivy Chace" awarded to
Colonial  Joseph Belt in 1751, and later ocwnsd by Philip

Barton Fev, the uncle of Francis Scott Eey, and John W,
Claggett. During the War of 1B1Z, important state paspers
ware  hidden from  the British in the farmhouse hbuilt  in
1747, In 1814, the property was sold to Aabraham Fradley,
FAesistant Fost Master General of ths United States. The

tarmhouse was renamed the Bradley House.

In Chevy Chase, Newlands organized and orchestrated
the talernts of obthers to create his ideasl auwurb. Wel1
kBrown, professsional architects lLeon Desser and Lindley
Johnson  were commissioned to desigr the prototype houses,
what were called "cottages.” A comprehensive  landscape
prlan, which encompassed srchitecture, transportation,




STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

sanitation and the treatment of natuwre, was an  important
part of Newlands® village community. The genaral plan and
the lay-out of roads were designed by landscape sarchitect
Nathan F. Barrett of Mew York, perhaps with the guidance of
Rarrett. Samuel M. [Oray, a sanitary engineer, was hired
to develop the water and sewage system, and to provide 20
artesian wells

Az the community began to take shape, a strong sense
of community and civio pride arose. To make the community
ideal, a library was nesded. In 1896, Newl ands’® Lo
younger  dauwghters  and the gldest daughter of the Birney
family (who becams Mrs. Harold Walker) started the Chevy
Chass Library Association, & group which met once a wesk to
plam & library and purchase books. Mot swprisingly,
Mewlands® Chevy Chass Land Company donated  1and on
Commecticut Avenue ertended for a library.

The Thevy Chase Library was  probably planned by
Desser or Johnson, the architects then in Mewlands® emplov.
Local  architect Srthur Heaton also worked on esarly plans

far  the 1ibr . In keeping with the character
willages, Chevy Chase Library was designed as a small,
story  wunpretentious cottage with a domestic Flavor. It
sisted of one spacious room with a central  fireplace,
symbolic of home, hearth and family. Within this cozy.
wood-pansled library, one could sit and read for the charge

of #, 10,

The library guickly becams the center of civic life

and  a symbol of the ideals of the community. Its
functions have been varied as it has met the nesds of Chevy
Chase residents. In effect, the library, now called Chevy

Chase VYillage Hall, has served a&s the seat of local Chevy
Chase government, as a town hall of sorts, wherse public

meetings and political debates are held. Im 1212, it
became  the voting precinct for Chevy Chase. Early on,
the library was also used as & place of worship. Looal

Catholic and Christian Science congregations met  in bhe
Librrary for worship before the erection of their own church
sdifices.

In 1914, Chevy Chase Village became an  incorporated
municipality with the powsrs and responsibilitiss of local

government. ince then, & Bosrd of Managers, a commitbees
of  seven, has governed the village and adopted necessary
ordinances for the benefit of residents® Fealth aried
wal fars., On April l&, 1914, the Maryland Gsoeral Assembly
designated Chevy UChase as a special tax area modelled after

Lhe New England town mesting system. In 1924, Chevy Chases
Fired its first village marnager or superintendent of public
works. This event made Chevy Chase one of the first

municipalities in  the United States to employ & city

M.35-53




M. 5553

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANDE (COMTINUED)
manager form of government.

Today, the building which onoce housed the library is
no longar a library, but one room in Chevy Chase Village
HMall. The hall now houses the local post office, AS
wall as village manager®s offices. The section designed as
The original library is now used a5 a mesting room for
guavarnmantal , civic and commani by activities.
Fortunately, all additions to this building were designed
to respect in style and scale of the original libwrary.
The character of the ome-story cottage library determined
the futuwrs of what is now Chevy Chass Village Hall.

COMMENTARY

The ownsrs
have  alwayvs  shown
Tt i=s unlikely that
near futurs, Honwewer, i
future of this historic monument.

MAJOR REFPOSITORIES

The Library of Congress, Washington, D.Cug
[

Records, Chewy Chasze Village Hall, Chevy Chasey
Archives, Chevy Chase Historical Society:
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Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.; f4135'53
Chevy Chase Historical Society;-
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[IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 16000 F

building: 5,500 square feet;
historic section: 1library: 1,500 sqaure feet;
Txe Y- 2 o

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Connecticut Avenue, Kirke Street,

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
i8] FORM PREPARED BY a
NAME / TITLE
KARIN M.E. ALEXIS, PH.D., ART & ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
ORGANIZATION DATE JUNE 1988
STREET & NUMBE . TELEPHON
éhh9 Villanova Drive 2@0-1107
CITY OR TOWN . . . STATE
Vienna, Virginia 22180
The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,
1974 Supplement. '
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438 .

PS- 1102




FREDERICK 35 A1
{3 Ml TO INTERSTAE 495 UNIVERSITY OF MD 12 M/ 5562 /1 SE o =
95 % 2400000 FEET (VA.) 5’ 320 ‘KENSING TON 2 M 321 (KENSINGTON) M: 35=53

i<

& S R YN [le T #3517 o 1
g B 'Q‘Ri. S If %aﬁ A
-G F. NATIOSAL NAVAL } g~ \S
s 9 < -C/ X4 i
3 5) ‘MEDICAL /EN‘PER/ (v*‘v :-
- 3k g - |

| \

3
-

3
v/~
'

O‘LST or

= %,A:> X

1 ¢ ) o[umbia ] ‘T\\.'V_ 2
; ?;we"stbmo” Roregty/ 1 °F'yg® "/4[ Ja&
- : O 4 N 3 =
Dy 341 A== =,J_L=<'"\_Q S €457\, (_ l\ e
c ethésdq-t’ﬁevy*('_hasg T= ”\, X W ] —t I"{ -y P
:‘ T - High Sr:h L \\ I [\~ £ 2t/ i
: G - T AT
¥ * \ r B ':/: (3 ti\. i \’-\\, i
L g’ 2.2 YA gy WM s
_—_-;—,;:;—————3{ \«- I;Lady of Lourdff 7. ¢ gy T / B, = .
.Sidwdll Frends—_ ™ LA AN Z.W’L‘_’_:-—f <ol
#3eh — PO ,g’%?ce ./5_1/ ‘Le N e l]o\:)grg se |
e N LANE oo Moo= _Hjgh 3 =1 -‘—'”S’GEﬁ?n 5)
e : = S St

1
Y SR S
' -“-”—ﬁf—-\v Addy
| 3repreRD

| Ravmonp 2, brfy
TN
565 WL
LANE ANBES

d e B0 \ rz~'~:_:sa~ N
4 A 7 SN i N
; _ ¥ =5 4 =,
e =, P
£\

;
N
5 RI_LIENHOUIS \

oF
a ), i '
») 555

"-”'(%1\\0';5
B

Circle /g __fiikggggﬁ—oe" =in ‘ot caveny

) BM o A < LAtayette ./ sB ¢ . 'l =
o ; . "L Hashdy £ Qﬁ% w@%%m-'*r g
e O] ; 7 S
\ A ) S e P NP 2 U,
Ve En 5O\t 7 s
¥ Gl ST
g\ 7 S MC KINLEY . Y e
Vg 5 vsr g
y‘ E;P"_'-G;‘»}y // =22 SON\' ﬁ!r ; ?{I’{tllg fo e;‘—\
¢\ === % { P E Py g ror
;T{".‘\ G . LIVINGTTON \—fr‘ =1 % Paf i

RS N Al Zan ;c\ s Learion
. 4 K A W S

ro.o:kdalfé

O S
lgﬁa 0‘*‘::/

— |
o «BS-67Bayad N\ ressewoen
;o 4 AN R e
7 ""‘}/ ”./6« * _eclicorr: ™
5 o % e s
Jrestviaw i o
i (7 oaveneorr o | 7]

T T s
\/ BRANOYWINE 266 || A
W_eix_m_ore!g_ng - | i

R —
Circlom BUTTERWORTH. || 1 Nl
e i ALBEMAR

v \p
it S - AN
L_'f el _:--‘t T-e‘ﬁ"ey

mi 2 Cirdle
AN

&

we\ |

inT o el = St | ST
\- y I:zj et .Rg&g[ﬁ 1
v/ 255 L \

| b sT ™
v

il / ! I8!
: o = = 5 :
& WASS Home/1dr \'"
i, L& cRst = .,J A
. Playgroudd 4 -;s%rearmm:.\ P g‘ —t"

—_— = — =




.r

B e
s, ; 4
=
: AR
\ g
; i
T T
» el

The

o T
i .

- e

o A s
; e g M
ORI G e

s il

B

Lo,

b TERIN N g
e Bl {4 o
B d .3
3 o ~
4

M: 35-53

Pt ey 207 |

R A

AR TR

Fery

-




—
| .
i
PR
bl [ \ A R g 1 ., s
i ¥ ‘,\ _ , ! E
\ Vo
A Vo \
Lo .
VooV . %
Y A
\ v i~
Xy : - - vy PO
-t ” \
A BN - Y B -t —
N ~ L N

M:35-53

Chavyﬁi’\»ﬂf% Vi ”efﬁg Hatl £L brary

Aoyt w Crip 54.'3}%}

£ S

C@al-08 Ceancet cw

C/HCZVT; C he g€

Q&ﬁl’ﬂfﬂ s ;‘cz‘f@
é?’fiff“?sf#g

( see M- 2€ 12 o




